
WORKING TOGETHER 

for the GOOD of the PARISH 

 

The parish community is a place where lots 

activity happens; some of it is social, some 

spiritual, some more service based. All of it is led 

by the direction of the parish priest. To help him 

lead well and to discern the ongoing needs of the 

parish he can call upon the people of the parish 

to advise him and give him counsel. This happens 

through the work of the Parish Pastoral Council. 

 

All sorts of activities are animated and 

coordinated by the Parish Pastoral Council, these 

include: 

 Coordinating the parish calendar of events 

 Reviewing the various service groups  

 Encouraging full participation in the life of 

the parish 

 Reminding the parish of its mission 

 Reviewing the use of parish facilities for 

mission 

 Enabling newcomers to take part in parish 

life 

 Encouraging young people to commit 

 Availing of Faith Formation Opportunities 

for the Parish 

 Organising Parish Retreats and Missions 

 Planning for events 

 Prioritising events in the parish 

RCIA   GOING DEEPER 4: Ministry to the Parish  

FOCUS on Parish 

Pastoral Councils 

 

Began when?  

This idea came from the 

Second Vatican Council 

where the Bishops of the 

world gathered to discern 

how the Spirit was 

leading the Church in our 

time.   

 

A fruit of this Council was 

that when Bishops went 

home they would 

continue to help 

everyone to be discerning 

about pastoral action. 

 

Why was it started? 

To help parishes be more 

collaborative, and to help 

priests make wise 

decisions about practical 

action in the parish.  

 

This is a recommended 

group in Canon Law.  

 

Providing a forum for 

parish priests to consult 

about all sorts of matters, 

so that decisions are 

made for the good of 

everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIND OUT ABOUT YOUR PPC:  

How many parishioners serve on the PPC? 

How long is there length of service? 

How are they chosen? 

 

 

What kinds of projects do they animate? 

How many parishioners are aware of their good 

work? 

 

VISIT THESE WEBSITES: 

www.pastoralcouncils.com/ 

 

www.mfischer.stjohnsem.edu/PPCLectures.htm 

 

Our archdiocese has a training pack and a Handook for 

PPC’s available on request 

WHAT THE PPC FOCUSES ON 

Look at the diagram below and discuss what its telling you 

about the role of the PPC 

 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

 

What helps you to 

discern what God is 

calling you to do? 

 

 

 

How do you think a 

PPC discerns together 

with the parish priest? 

 

 

 

 

 

What role can 

parishioners play in 

helping this 

discernment? 

 

 

 

 

What would you like to 

know more about? 

 

 

 

http://www.pastoralcouncils.com/
http://www.mfischer.stjohnsem.edu/PPCLectures.htm

