
MINISTRY to the POOR and MARGINALISED 

 

From earliest times the Christian community has 

always had a particular care for those who are poor 

and needy. As well as gathering for the breaking of the 

bread, early Christians took care of widows, those who 

were struggling to survive because of their 

commitment to Christ, and the families of those who 

were preaching the Gospel and had given up their jobs 

to do so. 

This care is clear in the Acts of the Apostles where 

there was a daily distribution of food to those in need: 

 

‘In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the 

Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews 

because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution 

of food.’  Acts 6:1 

 

This quality of care was a special feature of life in the 

Christian community, and continued to be so down 

through the centuries. When communities developed 

into what we know as parishes, it became a main line 

ministry to serve the poor and reach out in charity 

through the ministry of deacons. These were men who 

were chosen for this outreach to act on behalf of the 

Christian community. 

 

Today this outreach and care is still a special feature of 

Christian life, and the Church has many societies and 

organisations with the special mission of care. Your 

parish may have a St Vincent de Paul Society. Look at 

the dialogue box opposite to find out more……. 

RCIA   GOING DEEPER 1: ministry to the poor  

FOCUS on the  

St Vincent de Paul 

Society 

 
Founded when? 

1833 PARIS 

 

Who started it? 

A student called 

Fredric Ozanam 

 

Why was it started? 

To reach out to those 

who were living in 

poverty and 

destitution and could 

not live by their own 

means 

 

Why’s it called the 

Society of St Vincent 

de Paul? 

He’s the patron saint 

of the society since 

her gave his life to 

serving the poor 

 

 

 



FIND OUT ABOUT YOUR LOCAL GROUP: 

 

How many members are part of your local group? 

 

 

What ministries are they directly engaged in? 

 

 

What local needs could be met by this group? 

 

 

VISIT THESE WEBSITES: 

www.svp.org.uk          www.ssvpscotland.com/  

www.youthsvp.co.uk 

 

Take time to ponder these 

words of St Vincent de Paul: 

 

You are the servant of the 

poor 

 

How do these words speak to 

you? 

 

How can you make the poor 

a priority in your life? 

 

St Vincent de Paul founded 

the daughters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul. 

There is a house of these sisters in Rosewell.  

You can find out more about this at           

www.filles-de-la-charite.org 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

 

In what way do you feel 

called to serve the 

needy and the poor? 

 

 

 

 

 

What kind of outreach 

activity are you 

currently involved in? 

 

 

 

 

How many people in 

your parish use food 

banks? 
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