
PAPER ON DISTRIBUTION OF PARISH PRIESTS IN MOTHERWELL DIOCESE IN  
THE YEARS UP TO 2020. 

 
As Bishop I am well aware that there may be fewer priests available to work in our parishes in the years ahead. 
Of the present number of serving priests in the Diocese, 44 will be under the age of 75 in 2020. I would consider 
them as the pool of working parish priests by that year and have prepared a plan below as to how they could be 
distributed. I wish to share this plan with you so that you are made aware of the situation and realise how this 
will affect all our parishes. 
  
Of course there will also be a number of other priests assisting the parish priests - those ordained in the coming 
years from ur 11 seminarians, who will minister as assistant priests in the parishes and assist in the various 
chaplaincies; retired priests who may continue to be resident in the parish house and will assist in the parishes 
as at present; religious priests resident in the diocese who hopefully will continue to offer their support in 
parish ministry. 
 
The permanent deacons, religious sisters, and the lay faithful will continue to play a vital and essential role in 
the Church's spiritual, pastoral and missionary activity in our parishes and in other areas of Church life and 
service. We have an abundance of committed and talented people in all our parishes and it is essential that a 
strong spirit of collaboration and shared vision and endeavour should mark all our work in (the) service of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and his Body, the Church. 
  
 

PLAN FOR DISTRIBUTON OF PARISH PRIESTS 

PARISH PRIESTS 
  
1 & 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 & 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 & 17 

PARISHES 
 
St Clare's & St Benedict's, Easterhouse & St Dominic's, Craigend. 

St Bridget's and St Francis of Assisi, Baillieston 

St Joseph's, Stepps and St Barbara's, Muirhead 

St Michael's, Moodiesburn and Our Lady & St Joseph' s, Glenboig 

St Marks's & St Anthony's, Rutherglen 

St Columbkille's, Rutherglen 

St Bride's, Cambuslang & St Cadoc's, Halfway 

St Bride's, East Kilbride 

St Leonard's, East Kilbride 

Our Lady of Lourdes & St Vincent de Paul & Hairmyres Hospital, East Kilbride 

St Augustine's, Coatbridge and St Kevin's, Bargeddie 

St Mary's & St Bernard's, Coatbridge 

St Patrick's and St Stephen's, Coatbridge 

St Bartholomew's, St Monica's, and St James, Coatbridge 



18 & 19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 & 25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 & 31 

32 & 33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

Holy Trinity & All Saints, Coatdyke, St Andrew's, Airdrie & Monklands Hospital 

St Margaret's and St Serf's, Airdrie 

St Edward's, Airdrie and Corpus Christi, Calderbank 

St David's, Plains (+ St Dominic's, Greengairs) and St Mary's, Caldercruix 

St Aloysius, Chapelhall, and The Sacred Heart, Salsburgh 

Holy Family, Mossend, and St Gerard's & Sacred Heart, Bellshill 

St John the Baptist, Uddingston, and St Bride's, Bothwell. 

St Columba's and St Gabriel's. Viewpark 

St John Bosco, New Stevenston and Christ The King, Holytown 

St Theresa's, Newharthill, and St Francis Xavier's, Carfin. 

Our Lady of Good Aid Cathedral, St Luke's, and St Bernadette's, Motherwell. 

St Brendan's, Motherwell, St Patrick's, Shieldmuir, & Wishaw General Hospital 

St Ignatius' and St Thomas', Wishaw. 

St Aidan's, Wishaw, and St Mary's, Cleland 

St Brigid's, Newmains, and St Athanasius', Carluk 

St Patrick's, Shotts, and St Catherine's, Harthill 

St Mary's, Lanark, and St Isidore's, Biggar (+ St Mary Magdalene's, Forth) 

St Joseph's and St John Ogilvie's, Blantyre 

St Ninian's, Hamilton, and St Cuthbert's, Burnbank 

St Mary's and St Paul's, Hamilton 

Our Lady & St Anne's, Cadzow, and St Peter's, Hamilton 

St Mary's, Larkhall, and St John's, Blackwood 

St Patrick's, Strathaven (+ Stonehouse). 

 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

  
The plan allows each parish to maintain its present identity, which means in many cases one priest will be parish 
priest of two parishes (as is already the case in a number of parishes). It may be necessary and prudent though to 
begin to think of uniting two parishes into one. This would mean that the one parish would have two churches. I am 
very familiar with this set-up as in my previous Diocese of Argyll and the Isles it is often the case that there is more 
than one church in a parish (the parish church and chapels of ease is the terminology sometimes used). This set-up 
would be worth considering in Motherwell [Diocese], especially when parishes are close together and will be sharing 
priests in the future. In this set-up the faithful will continue to have their local church but the parish structure and 



administration will be united - this will certainly be a help for the parish priests caring for these parishes. Once the 
new Council of Priests is established we will begin to look at this possibility - each local situation will be assessed and 
the needs of the parishioners and parish priest given full consideration. 
  
Looking further ahead questions may arise, and merit consideration, as to the wisdom of maintaining the present 
number of churches. Where churches are very close to one another, and perhaps competing almost for the local 
faithful [people], it may be wise to consider whether it would be better to have one church instead of two. This can 
be an emotive issue as people are attached to their "own" church but sometimes difficult decisions have to be taken 
and we may need to face up to this possibility in Motherwell Diocese as elsewhere. Due process has to be followed 
in such matters and the necessary consultation carried out so I will certainly endeavour to ensure this happen if we 
need to make such choices. This sort of decision should be taken for good pastoral reasons, and for the future well-
being of the local Catholic community, but the difficulty of maintaining or repairing a particular building may also 
have to be taken into account. Not all of our churches have such a healthy attendance at Sunday Masses nowadays 
and this inevitably means a reduction in income and the ability to care for all the buildings we have at present. I have 
noticed also that when the Diocese has assisted parishes in repairs and refurbishments in the recent past there has 
been some reluctance to repay loans - this cannot be the pattern in the future and that may mean tough decisions 
being made about the future of some churches. 
 
 
Invitation: 
  
I present this paper to the Diocese for everyone's consideration. I hope to have meetings in each Deanery in the 
coming months to reflect upon these important matters and invite you to attend these meetings when advertised in 
your own area. 
  
Let us all pray for guidance of the Holy Spirit as we approach this time of reflection. May the Lord be with us as we 
strive to be his "Missionary Disciples, and Parishes" in the 21st Century. 
  
+ Joseph Toal 
 
Bishop of Motherwell 
  
NB. This paper should be made available in all the parishes of the Diocese on the weekend 13th/14th September 
2014. 

 


