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	DIOCESE OF MOTHERWELL   •  RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	P6
	Suggested Theme: 

November: Faithful departed
	Suggested Timescale: 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed [All Souls’ Day])



	
	Dates:


	

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning:

	RERC 2‐07a 


I know that God wills everybody to have eternal life with him in Heaven, and that we can live forever because, now that Jesus is risen, he will never die again.

RERC 2-07a
               I have prayed for those who have died and are at the threshold of heaven because I understand that our prayers can help them reach God.

               I know that some souls of the departed are purified from all imperfections before seeing God face to face in heaven.

               I know that this is called the state of Purgatory.
RERC 2‐14a 


I know the traditional Prayer to the Holy Spirit (Come Holy Spirit) De Profundis (Out of the Depths) and Memorare and I can reflect on their meaning. 



	Experiences and Outcomes:

	RERC:
RERC 2-07a SON OF GOD
 I have explored the events of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus and I have reflected on the Catholic meaning of eternal life.
RERC 2-14a HOURS OF GOD
 I recognise the importance of personal prayer and communal prayer in the growth of all people’s relationship with God. I know a number of traditional Catholic prayers and I have developed an understanding of the meaning of these prayers. I have participated in different approaches to, and experiences of, prayer. I can describe how prayer is an important part of the liturgical and devotional life of the Church. I have reflected on how all of these are different ways of worshipping God.
Other curricular areas:



	Suggested learning intentions (can be modified in light of other E&Os above):

	I am learning about eternal life

I am learning about personal and communal prayer




	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	RERC 2-07a eternal life, live forever, Purgatory
RERC 2-14a traditional prayers, De Profundis



	Planning Outline (including worship and celebration):  

	


	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


	Exemplar Narratives:

	Sharon Taylor, St. Mark’s Primary School, Hamilton:

Planned activities:

· Investigation about the Catholic meaning of eternal life and Purgatory.

· Study the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus from Bible passages e.g. Matthew 27 1-50, 28 1-10.

· Children recreate resurrection scene through drama, narrating the story to the class.

· Learn the traditional Prayer to the Holy Spirit (Come Holy Spirit), De Profundis (Out of the Depths) and Memorare.

· Create a personal prayer for the Holy Souls.

· Discuss Armistice Day and the significance of the poppy. Also observe whole school two minutes silence in open area.

· Create a personal commemorative November cross.

· Take part in a whole school assembly for the Faithful Departed.

· Attend Mass on November 1st as whole school.

We had a class discussion about the meaning of eternal life and how we can live forever with the risen Jesus. We also discussed the meaning of Purgatory and why it is important that we help the souls on their journey to heaven through prayer. We held a class prayer service in honour of the people in Purgatory and those in heaven. We studied and discussed the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ through class discussion, looking at famous artist’s impressions and Bible passages. We read Matthew 28 1-10 and carried out a drama depicting Christ’s resurrection in groups. On November 1st the whole school attended mass to celebrate our Faithful Departed. 

The children learned the traditional Prayer to the Holy Spirit (Come Holy Spirit), De Profundis (Out of the Depths) and Memorare. The children discussed the deep meaning of the prayers and created their own personal prayer dedicated to their loved ones in heaven. The children also discussed Armistice Day and what the poppy represents. We held a whole school two minutes silence in the school open area in the Holy Souls honour. The children were very interested learning about Armistice Day and researched this as part of their homework, presenting their work to the class.

The children created a November cross decorating it with the names of their family members and friends in heaven. We then discussed where we could display our work and had a prayer service singing ‘O bread of heaven’ from the TIOF suggested hymns. Primary 3 held a school assembly on the Faithful Departed. All classes attended and participated in the prayer service. 




	Cross-curricular possibilities:

	The way in which R.E. is taught will determine whether many E&Os are employed: Literacy, Technology, Expressive Arts etc.  However, the following list outlines some obvious connections between TIOF and the E&Os from other subject areas:
I am learning skills and strategies which will support me in challenging times, particularly in relation to change and loss.

HWB 2-07a



	USEFUL RESOURCES

Please add any resources you find useful to one of the categories below

	Teacher background study:


	Suggested Hymns:

	This is Our Faith section 2:  Son of God p. 35-37; Hours of God p. 47-49
TIOF Podcasts:  Purgatory TIOF P6 RERC 2-07a
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 1020-1029 (Eternal life)

YouCat (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church) questions 152-163 (Eternal life)

Redemptorist Publications, Faith for the Future, p. 59-60

	97  Abide with me

166  Be still, my soul

349  I am the bread of life

500 v.4  O bread of heaven

(Add your own:



	Suggested web resources:
	Other:

	
	Alive-O 5:
· Prayer Service for All Saints and Commemoration of the Faithful Departed p. 370-371
Alive-O 6:

· Prayer Service for All Saints and Commemoration of the Faithful Departed p. 359-360
 (Add your own:




