As you may know, this has special relevance for TIOF Primary 5, where the portrait of Jesus in Son of God is that presented in Mark’s Gospel, and all the core learning for P5 takes its inspiration from Mark (P6 follows Matthew’s Gospel, and P7 follows the Gospel of Luke).  As many teachers like to prepare the Sunday readings with the class, or discuss the previous Sunday’s gospel, this guide links the Sunday gospels, where relevant, with the core learning for P5, as well as a short introduction to Mark’s gospel.
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Who was Mark? 
Mark’s is the shortest Gospel, and it is probably the one that was first to be written.  So Mark may be said to have invented the Gospel form, which gives him a special claim to our attention.

Nicholas King, The New Testament

If, then, a consistent and widespread early tradition is to count for anything, St. Mark wrote a work based upon St. Peter's preaching.  If he wrote his gospel in Rome, when he was there with Peter, then Mark probably was writing for the Roman Christians.

New Advent

The themes of Mark
The focus of Mark’s theology is the focus of Jesus’ theology: the Kingdom of God.  What is taught about Christology (who Jesus is) and discipleship (response to Jesus) takes its framework from the kingdom of God.  The prologue of the Gospel (1: 1-15) climaxes in a sample of Jesus’ preaching: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has drawn near.  Repent and believe in the good news.”.  In the Judaism of Jesus’ time the “kingdom of God” referred to the definitive display of God’s lordship at the end of history and its acknowledgement by all creation.  Much of Jesus’ teaching (especially the parables) aimed at deepening the people’s understanding of the coming kingdom and preparing for it.  Even his healings appear as anticipations of what life in God’s kingdom will be like.

While Jesus taught about the kingdom of God in his parables, his life was really the parable par excellence of the kingdom.  Mark’s message is that whoever wishes to understand the kingdom must look at Jesus the healer; the teacher; and the crucified-and-risen one.  Within this framework, Mark made ample use of the common stock of christological titles available: Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, Lord, Son of David, Suffering Servant, and Suffering Just One.
A peculiar feature of Mark’s Christology is often called “the messianic secret”.  This idea took its rise from the several instances in which Jesus commands people to be silent about his action or identity.  Jesus does not take to himself the title of Messiah without serious qualification.  The whole thrust of Mark shows that the real meaning of Jesus’ messiahship became clear only with his death and resurrection.

The response to Jesus’ person is discipleship.  The passages relating to the call of the first disciples (1: 16-20; 2: 13-14 etc) are among the most positive stories in the Gospel.  The Marcan ideal of discipleship is “being with” Jesus, sharing his mission of preaching and healing (3: 14-15).  As the narrative proceeds, the disciples repeatedly fail to understand Jesus.  In the first half of the Gospel the disciples are portrayed as examples to be imitated; in the second half, they are examples to be avoided.  The effect of this shift is to highlight the person of Jesus as the only one who deserves imitation.
New Jerome Biblical Comentary, 597
Gospels of Liturgical Cycle B (2011-2012) related to TIOF P5 (year of Mark)

Third Sunday of the Year

22nd January 2012
RERC 2-05a

I can hear, read and recount narratives about Jesus’ life to show that he was fully human. e.g.,
 choosing friends ‐ the first four disciples are called (Mark 1: 16‐20) 

RERC 2-06b

I know also that he called the disciples to follow him: the call of the first four disciples (Mark 1: 16‐20) 

Fourth Sunday of the Year

29th January 2012
RERC 2-06b

I have examined and discussed what Jesus said and did in three or more of these healing miracles:

the man possessed by a Demon (Mark 1: 21‐28);  

RERC 2-05a

I have read Mark 8: 34‐38 and I understand that Jesus called forth a response from the crowds.  Twenty-
Fifth Sunday of the Year

5th February 2012
RERC 2-21a

I am aware of how important prayer was in the life of Jesus, having studied the following scriptural passages:

 Jesus prays in a lonely place (Mark 1: 35);  

Sixth Sunday of the Year

12th February 2012
RERC 2-06a

I can recognise groups of people who were considered outcasts in Jesus’ time:

 lepers (Mark 1: 40‐45) who caused fear because of their contagious and disfiguring disease.  

RERC 2-06b

I have examined and discussed what Jesus said and did in three or more of these healing miracles:

 the man with leprosy (Mark 1: 40‐46);  

Seventh Sunday of the Year

19th February 2012
RERC 2-05a

I know that, Jesus, being fully divine acted with God’s power, causing many people to be amazed and I can recognise this in two or more of the following passages:

 Jesus forgives and heals the paralyzed man (Mark 2: 1‐12);  

RERC 2-09a

I know that Jesus helped people to stay healthy in body and soul, and healed them e.g. the healing of the paralysed man (Mark 2: 1‐12) and that the healing mission of Jesus is continued by the Church, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
First Sunday of Lent


26th February 2012
RERC 2-05a

I can hear, read and recount narratives about Jesus’ life to show that he was fully human. e.g.,
being tempted ‐ Temptation in the wilderness (Mark 1: 12‐13) 

RERC 2-21a

I have studied some of the miracles and parables of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel, and I know that Jesus proclaimed that “the Kingdom of God is close at hand” (Mark 1: 14‐15). 

RERC 2-06b

I know that Jesus proclaimed the good news from God and called people to repent (Mark 1: 14‐15).  
Fifth Sunday of Lent


25th March 2012
RERC 2-06b

I have examined and discussed what Jesus said and did in three or more of these healing miracles:

 Simon’s mother‐in‐law (Mark 1:29‐31); 

Passion Sunday


1st April 2012
RERC 2-05a

I can hear, read and recount narratives about Jesus’ life to show that he was fully human. e.g.,
 eating ‐ eating with sinners (Mark 2: 15‐17); the anointing at Bethany (Mark 14: 3‐9) 

RERC 2-05a

I can hear, read and recount narratives about Jesus’ life to show that he was fully human. e.g.,
 being afraid ‐ Gethsemane (Mark 14: 32‐42). 

RERC 2-07a

I can recall that Peter denied Jesus three times. (Mark 14: 66‐72) and I can identify occasions when we may not be faithful to Jesus.  

RERC 2-07a

I can hear, read and recall the events of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus in the account from Mark’s Gospel (Mark 14‐16). 

RERC 2-21a

I am aware of how important prayer was in the life of Jesus, having studied the following scriptural passages:

 Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14: 32‐42)  
Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year


9th September 2012
RERC 2-06b

I have examined and discussed what Jesus said and did in three or more of these healing miracles:

 the deaf man (Mark 7: 31‐37);  

Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year


16th September 2012
RERC 2-05a

I can identify how people responded to Jesus in different ways e.g.,

 Peter’s profession of faith (Mark 8: 27‐30).  

Twenty Eighth Sunday of the Year


14th October 2012
RERC 2-05a

I can identify how people responded to Jesus in different ways e.g.,

 the rich young man (Mark 10: 17‐22),  

Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year


21st October 2012
RERC 2-06b

I know that:

 Jesus calls us to show leadership through service (Mark 10: 35‐45); 
RERC 2-07a

I know that Jesus died on the Cross for me, and that this is the greatest demonstration of God's love for me (Mark 10: 45:; John 15: 13)

RERC 2-06b

I know that:

 that all followers of Jesus are invited to put God first in their lives (Mark 10: 41‐45);  
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year



28th October 2012
RERC 2-05a

I can identify how people responded to Jesus in different ways e.g.,
 the blind man of Jericho, Bartimaeus (Mark 10: 46‐52);  

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day)
Friday 2nd November 2012
RERC 2-04a 

I can deepen my knowledge and understanding of Jesus as God’s Son when I reflect on the profession of faith made by:

the centurion at the foot of the cross (Mark 15: 38‐39).  
Thirty First Sunday of the Year


4th November 2012
RERC 2-06b

I know that:

 Jesus taught that the greatest commandment of all was to love God and He also taught us to love your neighbour as yourself (Mark 12: 28‐34);  

