This is Our Faith – Scriptural Lesson Exemplar

The Cure of the Centurion’s Servant: Primary 4 
	SCRIPTURE READING

Language: Talking and Listening/ R.E.

Read Matthew’s Gospel passage to pupils, relating the Centurion’s plea and Jesus’ response.


	SCRIPTURE READING

Language: Talking and Listening/ R.E.

Re-read the passage, asking pupils to think about the three main parts of the story.


	SEGMENTING THE STORY

Language: Talking and Listening/ R.E.

Discuss and agree on the three main events:

E.g. 1. Centurion is told of his sick servant while inspecting his soldiers in camp. 

2. Centurion approaches Jesus to ask for His “healing word”.

3. Centurion returns home to find his servant alive and well.



	DRAWING OR PAINTING THE STORY Art/ ICT/ R.E.
Capture various freeze frames on digital camera and use them alongside artwork of Veronese as inspiration for pupil artwork/ display. Either a painting of one of the scenes or a comic strip of the three events would both work well on display/ class altar.
	Son of God
I know that we learn about Jesus as teacher and 


healer through the Gospels. (P4 RERC 1-06b)

Son of God
I can hear, read and recall some examples of 


Jesus teaching, healing and nourishing in the 


Gospels e.g. The cure of the centurion’s servant 


(Matthew 8: 5 -13) (P4 RERC 1-06b)

	RETELLING THE STORY THROUGH FREEZE FRAMES 

Drama/ R.E.

In open space (gym, hall, playground, cleared classroom) give the pupils time in groups of four or five to create a ‘frozen picture’ of each of the three events. 
Remind them of the importance of strong, interesting body shapes, facial expression and stillness. Choose one group to model a weak and strong version of the same picture.



	RETELLING THE STORY THROUGH FREEZE FRAMES Drama/ R.E.

Ask pupils to create a caption for each of their three pictures.

Use music to set the atmosphere. Ask each group to present their freeze frames . Slow motion movement between each picture can enhance the performance. One group member should be nominated to state the caption that accompanies each picture. E.g. The Centurion kneels before Jesus. Once each group has performed, the pupils will all have performed once, and listened several times to their peers re-telling the story of The Centurion’s Servant, thus meeting the Core Learning.
	RETELLING THE STORY THROUGH FREEZE FRAMES Drama/ R.E.

Read the Gospel extract again and give them a verbal cue to move from one freeze frame to the next. Repeat this process until they are comfortable with the transitions.
	


The Cure of the Centurion’s Servant: Primary 4
	SCRIPTURE READING

Language: Talking and Listening/ R.E.

Read Matthew’s Gospel passage to pupils, relating the Centurion’s plea and Jesus’ response.


	LINKING TO LITURGY Language: Talking and Listening/ R.E.

Read the relevant section from the Communion Rite and ask pupils to listen for any parts they might recognise in the words that we say at Mass. Identify the phrase “Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed”.
	LINKING TO LITURGY 

Language: Reading/ R.E.

Practise saying the phrase together.

Use jumbled up words (whole class or group) to allow pupils to make sense of the phrase and put it back in order. Pick out words that are important/ difficult to clarify meaning. E.g. worthy, receive, soul instead of servant.
	PERSONAL WRITING/ ART WORK

Language: Writing/ Art

Draw or write about a time that someone ‘healed’ you. Remind pupils that the type of healing Jesus offers doesn’t rely on plasters, medicines, etc. but simply on our faith in asking Him to heal us and others and in doing so, bringing us closer to Him.

	HISTORICAL RESEARCH

History/ ICT

Find out about the Roman Army in Christ’s lifetime. Where is Capernaum? What kind of man was the Centurion? Who was he in charge of? Why might he have a servant? Was he Jewish/ Christian? What did Jesus say about the centurion’s faith?
	Son of God
I know that we learn about Jesus as teacher and 


healer through the Gospels. (P4 RERC 1-06b)

Son of God
I can hear, read and recall some examples of 


Jesus teaching, healing and nourishing in the 


Gospels e.g. The cure of the centurion’s servant 


(Matthew 8: 5 -13) (P4 RERC 1-06b)

	LEARNING ABOUT MASS/ RITUAL

R.E.

Practise genuflecting to the crucifix (as the centurion did to Christ) and saying the phrase in smaller groups/ individuals.



	CHARACTER PORTRAIT

Language: Writing/ Art/ Drama

Use the information from Historical Research to complete a ‘Role in the Wall’. Inside the template write what we think about his thoughts, beliefs and experiences. Outside the lines, write what he says/ does.
	ROLE PLAY

Drama 

Use the ‘Role on the Wall’ completed poster to portray the centurion. Contrast:

(a) Role play of him drilling his soldiers

(b) Role play of kneeling before Christ.
	DISCUSSION

Language: Talking and Listening/ R.E. 

Compare the different sides of the centurion and consider that “a word” from Christ is more powerful than any military might.
	SCRIPTURE STUDY

Language: Reading/ R.E.

Look at other centurions in the Bible: Cornelius (Acts 10), Julius and Paul (Acts 27), Centurion at Crucifixion (Matthew 27:54) (Luke 23: 47) 
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